1 MY FIRST ROLE IN LIFE
A. WARMER

Have you ever acted in a play? When and where was it? What role
did you play? Share your experiences with your classmates.

I was in class IV when I gave my firststage performance in my school.
The name of the play was ‘Shrawan Kumar’, and I was playing the character
of Shrawan Kumar. The director was a student of class IX. The spectacles
that he wore were enough to impress me with his capabilities. At his command,
all of us, acting in the play, had brought dhotis and saris of our mothers and
sisters in order to decorate the stage and give the effect of a flowing river.

A bucket full of water was kept at the place where Shrawan Kumar
went to fetch water for his old blind parents. Two boys played the role of the
. blind parents of Shrawan Kumar. They had been instructed to keep their
eyes closed all the time and to sit together in the centre of the stage, facing
the audience. One of them, Bodhraj, playing the role of the mother, wore h1s
mother’s sari, the aanchal of which would slide down many a time.

The curtain rose. On hearing the command of the blind parents —
“Beta Shrawan Kumar, we are very thirsty” —I took a lota, touched their feet
and walked towards the river. King Dasharath, entered the stage from behind
the curtain. He moved about and twisted his moustache. On hearing some
sound, he took out an arrow from the quiver on his back and exclaimed
“Which animal is polluting the river water?”’

I saw the arrow going straight towards the roof and I fell flat on the
stage and started crying:
O cruel! what harm had I done to you?
Why did you strike the arrow in my bosom?
What wrong after all had I done to you?

Wretched! You shot me while fetching water.
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